
 

Anonymous Individual 2 

I am care experienced myself which accumulated adds to between 7 and 11 

placements including residential care and foster care on my Journey from reception 

into the care of the Greenock Corporation aged approximately 3 years to eventually 

being taken to the Highlands. 

The Bills definition of abuse –  

I think that there will be many children in Scotland who like the children moved to 

Australia who were also deceived into travelling significant distances both 

emotionally and physically from their families, cultures and communities. I believe 

that this can be equally damaging for those of us who were moved around the UK 

with no knowledge of why, grasping at the tissues of lies given if someone even 

bothered to tell us. 

It is easy to underestimate the enormity of this and the serious impact this would 

have on the children who were exposed to this terror where a child is removed for 

the first time since being taken into care from tentative feeble roots and familiarities. 

In response it is likely they would regress or arrest, withdrawing from this new world 

as an interloper destined to disappoint, failure to emotionally thrive ignored by 

corporate parents, giving up they become numb, act out (cry out) fight or flee.  

The labelling, stigma and criticism that one internalises from new carers and new 

communities is crushing as is the likely breakdown and failure of these placements, 

notwithstanding the abuse within the placements that compounds the abuse of 

neglect in corporate planning and parenting. It was a destructive damaging vicious 

cycle for many children. 

Apply any social work theory and practice to this, any phycology theories, any health 

and medical theories and the likelihood of the level of damage done to him or her is 

catastrophic. Think of the experiments carried out on young children in America 

where nurture was withheld, and only physiological needs were meet. A large 

number of children just gave up and died others were damaged for life. 

This was often social work practice in Scotland in action. Multiple placements, 

multiple failures, unplanned moves to the other ends of the country which seemed 

like the other end of the world to most children decades ago. Vulnerable, isolated 

and dependent on the often dysfunctional and abusive carers with their families and 

friends also reinforcing that this was normal and that we were abnormal.  

For example apply Erickson’s stages of psychosocial development and the crisis 

outcomes are likely to be ones of basic mistrust, shame and doubt, guilt, inferiority, 

role confusion, isolation, stagnation and lastly in your life’s journey despair. 

As adults the damage is often invisible, sometimes it manifests and implodes inward 

in self- destructive self-loathing behaviours or explodes outward at others and 

sometimes the toxic stress effect of childhood is cruelly delayed and only presents 

later in chronic ill health.  



 

So yes, think of a child trying to survive without a core of self nor resilient carers who 

will claim them and never shame them who is miles from anywhere, adrift with no 

roots and if they make it to their teens, their realisation that they are truly alone. 

Think for a moment that it happened in Scotland as well as Australia. 

Corporate neglect and  emotional abuse should be a distinct standalone financial 

redress like that given to the devastated children  who were taken to Australia and 

should be viewed as an additional payment to other forms of abuse by perpetrators 

while in care settings and other consequential financial redress.  

    

 

 

  

  

 

 


